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Thin 24 U Society for Creative Anschroniom (SCA), an intrnational organization duwoted 1o bringing e
Middle Ages and Rensiviance 1o Liff thnough reseanch and re-enactmert, and emploging then lmowledss o
bintory To ennich thein Lives and e Lives of others. Witk over 100,000 participants worldwide, #he SCA 2o one
of langeat Lving bintory sociutios in The world.

lmspined by e ants and cultune of Hhe milleraivm between Hhe € and 16" centinies, members of Hhe SCA find
an atmorphere Wal allows Wem 1o explore Long-Lost Daditiom. Costuming, enbroidery, calligpapby,
himiration, woodworling, dlassblowing, Wlackimitbing, (otlry, wen gm-culling: any al Wl was practicd

Cluck Burton, bead of e Burtor Art Studios in Mirmeapolis, MN, began bis involvement in the SCA in
Tucron, AZ in 1931, Burton came [pom anm srtistic family, “My parents Taught me o cawe and paint
Kachina [igures (6 Hops Indian an1),” and bis inclination To paind quickly bd bim towards calligpapley and
umivation in the SCA. Burton moved 1o the Midwest, cortiruing To produce paintings and Beacking, when
in 1996 be stnded 4 bead wading dass Tangft by anm SCA master flasiblower. “It bad an dlemertal aspect Wat
win diffferent (rom painting, bt with 4 (ull range of color- wnlike Uackamitling or casting- and | wan
boolud.” He i mow 4 succtsful proffessional artint, with vesues carning bis beads in New Onlears, Portlard,

Burton credits #he SCA with gwing bim e bistorical imapination o all of lis painding and dlasswork, ar well
41 dm optn almoyplene whore le con wel borest criique (pom [low atists. “The SCA always encomrages
artistic ffjorts, and of e 18-22 major Art & Caafit shows or Heritage Festivals | do eack. ytan acron the
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country, 4-€ of Wem will be lange-scale SCA werts. They provide botl W eneativity and Hhe support et makes
t- Y ﬁ-z . z- z :gz ‘II

Matthew Brian Taglor and Jobon Sthavss were abready wccrsful profprsional entntainens when ey met in
1996, Taylor is an iternationally recopmiptd magician [pom Cincimmati, Olio, while Shavss, & wative
Texan, 2o & full-time juggler and lt-willer baned i Lowiwille, KY. The two met while Teacling performing
wrts i Pesic, he SCA's arsmual itermationsl corvertion. Botlh performers quickly agped it Moy warted
1o gwe Wein Talewts 1o We SCA, Teach othars bow 1o perform, and To lecome wen betten performers Uamaelves.,

Using the 15° centiny Medici Academy as hein example, they [ormed 4 teaching vemue within e SCA- The
Coxcoml Academy [or Hhe Performing Arts- 1o ertate 4 school where wew perfformens could be suntintd, and
vesromtd yeterans could [lownidd. Tﬂmm&wmwa{mmﬂuugawuww
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chm v burndreds of dollars anm bovnr. But #hin s 4 way or me To gwe back 1o te SCA and 1o te arts, 1o wake
e ol e neel grration comes dlong and create 4 gowing place where others con learn.”

And Learn Hey do. What legan as morming daries 41 Wis wedlong corvertion bas now become am 8-day (ull
ariculim of prfforming Lore, with classes in movemerd, birtoric Weatne, vocal ialect, and improy, along
Wl professional caliler prformances. Intrmationally reopuiped entntainens such as Paole Garbange, and
e Clarn Tynber (& performing hroupe in e style companable 1o Cirgue De Soleil, [pom Santa Fe, New Mexico)
negulanly participate, as well as houper [pom Boston, New York, and Indianapolin, and listoric interpretens

“1t wan itrinsic To Hhe watune of We SCA Uat Win win possible,” says Shavss. “With the orgarigation’s
ducition lased misiion, we bave been able 1o reernil proftssionals inte ow effort who nitht wot bave otherwine
bave bad e dhanct To meel, ard alfford Wem 4 wwique opportunity 1o focus on lidtorical arpects of Hhein arts.”

“Our work a1 e corvention bas been a0 ucctnfpl Hat rgional SCA qrowps bave Losted v fjor weekernd
wminars,” Taylor adds, witl some awe. “(U's been 4 completely amaging egperionce. We ane bosted in people’s
bomen, and meet ein fpmilics. We sbare our proftrsional expentioe with te SCA, and in rtturn, we are heated
to Hhe [imest dirplay of bospitality and civalry we could imagine. This Lo something you jusl dow't offlen run
nto in e it of Yt modern world.”
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fracticing bistoric ants, menders sgulanky donate much of Wein Time To visiting Local Lbraries and acbools 1o
bely bring birtory alive [or Hudests, and slage Aemoninraions it major public wests and (etivals,
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For furthen information, including where 1o [ind your Local SCA dapter, bow To join, and wents bappening in
yowr anes, please s www.ach. 004,
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